
 
 
The Waikato Bays Region Junior and Intermediate Leagues 
 
The Waikato Bays region league season has almost reached its half way stage with 3 tournaments in 
the books for the Juniors and 3 down for the intermediates 
 
This year the following tournaments are scheduled in each of the leagues as follows: 
 
 

Junior  
Hamilton Played 
Cambridge Played 
Matamata Played 
Mount Maunganui July 19th 
Tauranga August 30th 
Te Awamutu October 13th 

 
 

Intermediate  
Taupo Played 
Hamilton Played 
KaƟkaƟ Played 
Mount Maunganui July 19th 
Te Awamutu August 16th 
Tauranga August 30th 
Matamata September 14th 
Cambridge October 19th 

 
This newsleƩer will keep compeƟtors abreast of the progress of each League and hopefully some 
interesƟng facts and news. 
 
The next tournaments are to be played together at Mount Maunganui. Make sure you have your 
entry sorted, and if you have some novices interested in tournament play encourage them to enter 
the Novice secƟon for the aŌernoon. 

Matamata Junior and KaƟkaƟ Intermediate Tournaments 

The Matamata Junior tournament marks the halfway stage for the Junior league and there were 10 
table entered with some Novices pairs included in the entries and 10 waikato club represented.  
AŌer 2 excellent sessions the top 6 looked like this.  Ian Bond directed with much aplomb and 
control. 



 

The Juniors baƩle it out at Matamata 

 

Vicki and Maria and Donnalea and Karen discuss the last board (or was it the morning tea?) 

 

Ian restores equity at the table 



 

Karen has clearly had a great day regardless of results! 

 

CapƟon this one folks! 

At the wash up of it all the final placings were: 

 

Session Prize  Karen and Wayne 



 

 

 

Lindsay and David 

 

Vicki and Maria Second Place 



 

Larissa and Iain First Place 

At KaƟkaƟ later in May the Int League conƟnued with 44 pairs compeƟng over 52 boards during the 
day.  Norm Silcock directed in his normal unflustered way to make the day so friendly and relaxed. 

 

Session underway at KaƟkaƟ 

The compeƟƟon was friendly but commiƩed throughout the day.  The top 6 of the tournament 
looked like this at the end of the day: 



 

 

 

 

ChrisƟne and Hilary Defending Resolutely 

 

Densise and Nandy (3rd) 



 

Margaret and Geraldine (KaƟkaƟ) (1st Place) 

Profile Patch 

Sean Dwyer Junior from Hamilton BC 

Sean is originally from South Africa but has been in NZ for 21 
years. He was originally in Auckland for 13 years but has now 
been in Hamilton for eight years and loves it there. He started 
playing bridge in 2020 but this was rudely interrupted by 
Covid. It was a dreadful year as his mum was one of the first 
people to die from Covid back in South Africa where it ended 
up being parƟcularly devastaƟng. This heartbreak and Covid 
interrupƟons made it a rocky start to playing bridge. 

Sean plays bridge with his husband, Kevin. This pracƟce is not 
recommended by some and to be fair, it has been a bit of a 
rollercoaster with some nights very frosty in the car on the 

way home. Kevin only started in 2022 and is not nearly as compeƟƟve. A dear friend at the club oŌen 
has to remind Sean that "It's only a game!" 

Their goal is to finish in the top half of the junior tournaments this year and have a couple of 
podium finishes. Unfortunately, they did not play in the Hamilton tournament but finished 2/24 in 
the Cambridge one and 10/20 in Matamata, so thus far the goal is being achieved.   

A favourite bridge memory is during the Cambridge tournament Kevin bid 4 Clubs with the intenƟon 
of inviƟng to 5. Sean though took this as asking for aces and duƟfully replied 4 Spades as he had 2 
aces. Not wanƟng to go to Slam, he expected either a pass or 5 Clubs. Desperate, Kevin then went to 
5 Clubs, saying to himself, "Please PASS, Sean!!". Sean of course answered correctly with a 5 Hearts 
and Kevin then very reluctantly, with the colour having drained from his face, signed off at 6 Clubs. 
The amazing feat was that it should not have been called but they got it and as a result got a top 
board!! The couple they played against are from the same club and this catapulted Sean & Kevin 
ahead of them in the final placings by a mere 0.16%. If anyone ever thought that luck does not play a 
part in bridge - think again ! 



Sean is very social and loves spending Ɵme with friends and family especially their daughter who 
lives with her partner in Auckland. Sean loves playing cards - all sorts - poker, rummy etc and many a 
weekend is spent playing cards with friends and even neighbours. 

When not working (a sad necessity as LoƩo hasn't been forthcoming his way - yet), Sean also plays 
tennis but his biggest passion outside of bridge is Community Theatre. He has been acƟvely involved 
in theatre for over 40 years either on the stage or on the odd occasion as a director too. Since being 
in Hamilton he has tread the boards in Te Awamutu, Morrinsville and three Ɵmes at Riverlea in 
Hamilton. Last year in April he was in Morrinsville's producƟon of "Stepping Out". He had the only 
male role out of a cast of 10 so was delighted to get the part. He had to learn to tap dance in this 
play which like Bridge, was certainly a challenge. And then in October 2024 he was seen in Playbox's 
producƟon of "One Flew over The Cuckoo's Nest" at Riverlea.    

[ED] Thanks Sean for providing the insight into your Bridge journey. 

League PosiƟons 

The top three from leŌ to right at the Cambridge Junior Tournament 

So the current standings for each league are:  

For the Juniors aŌer 2 rounds: 

 



For the Intermediates aŌer 2 rounds: 

 

Well done to all compeƟtors and we now look forward to the May events and the half way point for 
the Junior comp. 

 
 


